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Conference Theme: Diversity and Neurodiversity — Language and Society

[[] Date: 1 September 2026 (TUESDAY)
f Venue: The Maria Grzegorzewska University (APS), Ochota District, ul. Szczesliwicka
40a, Warsaw, Poland

COST: Participation in the conference active or passive is free to RC25 ISA members but
requires registration of interest via email unescochair@aps.edu.pl. Please note we are not
able to support VISA applications and do not provide any financial support to participants.

Conference Overview

The Research Committee 25 (Language and Society) of the International Sociological
Association (ISA) invites paper proposals for its upcoming Mid-term conference on
Diversity and Neurodiversity — Language and Society, to be held on 1 September 2026 at
The Maria Grzegorzewska University (APS) in Warsaw, Poland.

This event will take place alongside other thematic meetings, including “Early ASD —
Toolkit for Teachers and Support Workers with No Experience of Autism Spectrum”
and “Social Work and Social Pedagogy: Research, Impact, and Social Change.”
Together, these parallel conferences aim to foster interdisciplinary dialogue around inclusion,
diversity, and social transformation.

In an increasingly complex and mobile world, the ways we understand and use language are
deeply intertwined with experiences of neurodiversity, migration, and social inclusion. The
RC25 conference explores how linguistic practices, communication norms, and social
structures both reflect and shape understandings of cognitive and social difference.

Suggested Topics

We welcome theoretical, empirical, and practice-oriented papers addressing (but not limited
to) the following areas:

e Neurodiversity and linguistic diversity in contemporary societies
e Language, communication, and inclusion in education and social work
e Neurodiversity in the conditions of forced displacement and migration

o Social work with neurodiverse populations
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o Language ideologies and representations of neurodiversity in media and institutions
o Language policy, accessibility, and inclusive communication
o Intersections of language, identity, and cognitive difference

e Cross-disciplinary and participatory approaches to neurodiversity research

Submission Guidelines
o Abstract length: 200-250 words
e Deadline for submission: [/ February 2026]
o Format: Include title, author name(s), institutional affiliation(s), and contact email.
e Submission: Please send abstracts to [unescochair@aps.edu.pl]

o Notification of acceptance: [/5 March 2026]

Conference Language

English. However, we welcome discussions of multilingualism, translation, and cross-
linguistic perspectives.

Venue and Context

The conference will be hosted by The Maria Grzegorzewska University (APS) in Warsaw
— one of Poland’s leading institutions in the social sciences and education. Founded over a
century ago, APS specializes in pedagogy, psychology, and sociology, and is home to the
UNESCO Janusz Korczak Chair in Social Pedagogy. The university continues the
pioneering legacy of Prof. Maria Grzegorzewska (1888—1967), a leader in inclusive
education, and Dr. Janusz Korczak (1878-1942), a renowned advocate for children’s rights.

More information about the host institution is available here:
P Maria Grzegorzewska University (APS) — Information Brochure (PDF)

Contact For further information and submissions, please contact:

[Prof. dr hab. Anna Odrowaz-Coates and Dr Maria Cecilia Zsogon / Host institution
Coordinators, representing RC25]

Research Committee 25 (Language and Society), International Sociological Association

@ Website: [insert https://www.language-and-society.org/about/]


https://www.aps.edu.pl/media/hredhbys/maria-grzegorzewska-university-in-warsaw-aps-poland.pdf

