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NOTES ABOUT THE WAR IN UKRAINE
An insight from a Polish academic based in Warsaw on the war in Ukraine
On the 24th of February 2022, Ukraine was brutally invaded by the Russian Federation. The day filled
people in Poland with shock and horror. Distant memories of the evils of IInd World War and the
Stalinism period came to mind.
In the following month almost 2.5 million refugees from Ukraine crossed our border. Not all of them
remained in Poland but majority did. We were not prepared. Residents of Poland offered to help as
volunteers and to host in their homes women and children who fled the war. Our university organized
many support activities from day one, starting with building volunteer force from our students and our
staff, organizing language training and psychological counselling, organizing free accommodation, food
collections, aid collections, art auctions, days of friendship, a data base of useful websites and applying
for special stipends. We also offered several academic posts and are in the process of preparation for
recruitment of students from Ukraine. These are the formal activities. There are also many actions by
individuals, our staff and our students. Many embassies are helping with paying for hotel
accommodation and some hotels offer number of rooms for free. Refugees are entitled to one off
financial sum and to claim child benefit in Poland. Recently the government decided to support Polish
families hosting refugees with a small financial incentive of 10 euro per day per person to help with
the bills and expenses. It is also legal to gain employment for the refugees and to access free medical
care.
Apart from large train stations in Warsaw, where some refugees decided to wait, in the city it is
business as usual at work, schools and on the streets, with just larger number of women and children
wondering around during the day. It is impossible to tell that they are refugees apart from the fact the
kids are not at school at school time, but this will soon change as the first 100000 Ukrainian kids started
attending education and slowly others are enrolling.
Safety wise, it is safe at the moment. All transport means operate normally, we have fuel reserves, we
are self-reliant on food supplies, and we feel weirdly reassured by the increased NATO forces presence.
The Covid-19 agenda disappeared from the news. All the news and all our eyes are now in Ukraine. We
cry together for the loss of life and the damage caused to this beautiful country.
We were worried about humanitarian crisis due to large numbers of people arriving at the short period
of time and most often opting for Warsaw as the destination as they knew the name, so the city gained
500 000 newcomers over a short period of time and now is reaching its maximum housing capacity.
I think that all rental rooms and apartments are now full, on top of citizen action hosting refugees in
our homes.
Some people remain at train station not because they have nowhere to go but because they hope to
go back to Ukraine any minute or they wait for trains to the west and do not want to miss the
opportunity to move further west and meet the quota (other countries introduced quotas on how
many people they can accommodate)...
It is good to see free trains, free city transport, even ferries across Baltic sea offer free transport for
refugees. Is this enough if the war persists?
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Ministry of Education and Science forbid us from any contact with academics and institutions from
Russian Federation as an act of action against the unprovoked war.
It is a difficult situation. We worry about our colleagues at partner universities of Ukraine, some of
whom are under siege or fighting the invaders. Many Ukrainian male students gone back to Ukraine to
fight, some female ones too. Some universities in the attacked areas continue to operate online, the
same with the schools.
Our Maria Grzegorzewska Foundation organized a collection for wheelchairs for the refugees with
disabilities that we host in large numbers, as they are one of the most vulnerable victims of the war
and many have no access to their everyday life aids, that were damaged or left behind during the
evacuation. Generosity of our colleagues from Oranim College of Education in Israel is to be praised as
the first wheelchair will be purchased thanks to them. Personal thanks from the Head of our
Foundation Dr Diana Aksamit goes to Prof. Moshe Shner from Oranim College and Ghetto Fighters
Association.
We are a bit tired as the organization and as individuals because of all the volunteer work and
participation in many humanitarian and educational actions but the weather is so nice and sunny it
gives us more energy to maintain the same level of help and engagement. I feel we did a lot in the last
few weeks and realize it may be needed for a long period of time. I hope we can persevere and that
the war will stop soon.
This situation shows us how language and discourse impacts lives and even wars. The way some facts
are presented and represented may have a significant role in manipulating the public opinion in
different countries. It makes our research on language and discourse even more important than
before.
Comment prepared by Anna Odrowaz-Coates
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LETTER FROM PRESIDENT & VICE-PRESIDENT
A Fundamental Step Toward International Scholarship in Language & Society: RC25
International Conference in Nairobi, Kenya
Dear members,
Dear colleagues,
In about two months we will be altogether virtually in Nairobi for the international
conference. A section is dedicated below to the related insights of such a huge step; we did
not give up! The conference is also organized to support the membership; hence it is
accessible for free for RC25 members, and it enables a partial membership (RC25 only; which
is exceptional and only for 2022) to discover what the RC may offer as a community.
Time is flying. While the programme of the virtual international conference in Nairobi (June
2022) will be published, we will soon open the call for sessions for the World Congress in
Melbourne (2023). On the one hand, it is difficult for all of us to anticipate about how will
work the hybrid (virtual and on-site) organization for the congress. We are conscious that
these elements may influence your wish to (co)organize a session, and your way to be overall
involved. Some rules towards academic travel grants changed, climate change impact our
thinking and acts, economic effects of the sanitary crisis and other development influence
the possibilities to participate, war raised other challenges toward scholarship, etc. However,
on the other hand, we need to grant the future with our intentions to support language and
society as a core field to think about the world. Thus, we strongly encourage you to submit a
session; if you rather wish to build a partnership but did not identified yet another scholar,
please contact us for support.
We are glad that Gianluca Miscione contacted us to communicate material previously
disseminated among RC25’s members. As Celine-Marie Pascale underlined in her article for
Language, Discourse & Society (Pascale, 2021), the publication of original articles started in
the newsletter, before the creation of LD&S. These articles are inserted in this issue of our
newsletter to give them a new home and making possible that they are still alive for reading
for a wide audience.

As a long term member of the RC, if you see that some issues of the newsletter, or other
material, are not on our website, please enter in contact with us so that we can gather and
archive what belong to our history, but also to our future through the possibility of making
links and discussions within the field of language and society.
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To support the field, we are also organizing an online activity dedicated to RC25 members in
good standing: a language and society writing retreat. It will be held on Saturday the 4th of
June, from 11:00 to 17:00 GMT (next time, another time slot will be offered so that is will be
more convenient for scholars for whom it will be at night this time). The objective is to share
a writing objective related to language and society during the retreat, with sessions of
individual work, and session of feedbacks. If you are interested, please register sending an
email to president@language-and-society.org before Monday 23rd of May so that we can
build groups. See the newsletter below for more information.
Last but not least, we do remind that whatever idea you may have in relation to language
and society, please do not hesitate to share it with us. We are glad that Nadya and Anna are
bringing their context into the newsletter to enrich our understanding of national and
international challenges. Beyond the newsletter, Language, Discourse & Society welcomes
submissions all along the year.

Stéphanie Cassilde, RC25 president
Keiji Fujiyoshi, RC25 vice president
Pascale, Celine-Marie (2021). “The Past Doesn’t Stay Behind Us: RC 25 in Historical Perspective”,
Language, Discourse & Society, Vol. 9, 2 (18), pp. 9-12.
https://www.language-and-society.org/the-past-doesnt-stay-behind-us-rc-25-in-historicalperspective/
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LETTER FROM BOARD SECRETARY
Research Committee on Language and Society (RC 25): A look inside. The secretariat
challenge.
Dear colleagues,
Performing secretarial duties for the first time in a reseach committe, my first need is to get
to know the group. Who is the ISA-RC25?
The secretarial functions are very important and interesting. The secretariat is responsible
for establishing the bridge and communication between the associates and the members of
the Board.
The secretary is responsible for keeping an accurate list of RC members list and for
coordinating the compilation of a list of the members in good standing. All applications for
membership shall be reviewed by the RC25 Secretary and he/she shall accept or reject any
application for membership, among other duties that have to do with keeping a record of the
Board's internal communications. For these reasons, I look closely at who we are.
Currently, 22 nationalities are represented at Rc 25 (Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Canada, Chile, France, Finland, Germany, India, Israel, Japan, Mexico, Nigeria, Philippines,
Poland, Portugal, Singapore, Spain, South Africa, United Kingdom, United States United). We
are a multinational and multidisciplinary research committee, currently having members
working in areas of: linguistics, communication and language sciences, sociology,
anthropology, social policy, social sciences, multidisciplinary studies, migrations, pedagogy,
education.
How does a group formed in 1968 survive?
RC25 is one of the oldest groups to be formed at ISA, according to available data, only “RC
Social Stratification” began two years earlier. However, the membership of the current
members is very recent, in most cases between 4 and 8 years. This fact denotes the renewal
of the members, with new people who join, but we want to deepen the participation of the
members and for that it is necessary to stay together and build work.
The RC is an active group with a lot to offer, dynamic and enterprising, as we can see in the
work agendas. I appeal not only for us to renew all our belonging, but also for us to capture
colleagues who identify with our purposes of creating sociological knowledge concerning
language, face-to-face interaction and language-related phenomena, working with language
broadly constructed as systems of representation, which translates into power and is present
in everything around us. Taking these questions as an object is an invaluable contribution of
7

sociology to the explanation of the realities in which we live, how they have changed and
transform us as individuals and as a society. This is important knowledge for change and
freedom in complex, difficult times, where language reinvents itself and takes multiple paths
from control to emancipation.
We count on you to continue!

Your RC25 Board Secretary,
Beatriz Xavier
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LANGUAGE AND SOCIETY – ONLINE WRITING RETREAT
Dear members,
Dear colleagues,
To support the field, a Language and Society Online Writing Retreat will be organized on Saturday
the 4th of June, from 11:00 to 17:00 GMT. This event is dedicated to RC25 members in good
standing. Please consider that you can also purchase an RC25 only membership (just for 2022)
through the RC25 online International Conference of Nairobi, co-organized with Kenyatta
University: if so, please contact us for guidance for the payment.
The aim of the event is twofold. First, and mainly, the purpose is to have a dedicated writing time
for your research about language and society. Second, it can be the case of identifying questions
and issues to be offered to the sagacity and advices of Eloisa Martin, who will give an international
publication workshop on the 15th of June, just before the Nairobi conference (16-17th of June).
The writing retreat will be organized as follow:
time slot

content

11:00-11:05 GMT

Welcome – presentation of the group and about the structure of the
writing retreat

11:05-11:15 GMT

Short mindfulness exercise to shift into the writing mood

11:15-11:25 GMT

Roundtable – sharing of the writing objectives for the retreat

11:25-11:30 GMT

Transition to start the first part of the writing retreat

11:30-11:55 GMT

Writing time 1

11:55-12:00 GMT

5-minute break (1)

12:00-12:25 GMT

Writing time 2

12:25-12:30 GMT

5-minute break (2)

12:30-12:55 GMT

Writing time 3

12:55-13:00 GMT

5-minute break (3)

13:00-13:25 GMT

Writing time 4

13:25-13:30 GMT

Closure of the first part of the writing retreat – invitation to a longer
break and to prepare for the second part

13:30-14:00 GMT

30-minute break

14:00-14:05 GMT

Welcome back and short mindfulness exercise for the second part of the
writing retreat

14:05-14:10 GMT

Roundtable – sharing of updated writing objectives for the retreat

14:10-15:35 GMT

Writing time 5
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15:35-15:40 GMT

5-minute break (1)

15:40-15:05 GMT

Writing time 6

15:05-15:10 GMT

5-minute break (2)

15:40-16:05 GMT

Writing time 7

16:05-16:20 GMT

Reading of the writing produced during the retreat of a language and
society colleague (groups of 2 constructed during the retreat by the
facilitator)

16:20-16:45 GMT

Mutual feedback (groups of 2)

16:45-16:55 GMT

Roundtable – overall feedbacks toward each other language and society
writing goals

16:55-17:00 GMT

Closure of the event

To prepare the writing retreat, you will need to:
- Identify the writing project you wish to work on, and which is related to language and
society;
- Prepare your input material in advance: appropriate reading completed, having your notes
/ etc. the resources you will need to use for your writing;
- Prepare the other writing material you need in advance: your computer, your pencil, etc.;
- Prepare the material you need at your side: your tea/coffee, etc..
If you cannot attend the retreat this time but are interested in doing so next time, please show
your interest with your time zone for our information for the next writing retreat. If you wish to
share any wishes about adaptations of how the retreat is organized, please contact us too.
To register for the writing retreat, you need to be in good standing and send an email to
president@language-and-society.org before Monday 23rd of May. Looking forward to meeting you
during this event,
Kind regards,
Stéphanie
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Language, Discourse and Society
10th ANNIVERSARY of LANGUAGE, DISCOURSE AND SOCIETY
See the celebratory issue here:
https://www.language-and-society.org/volume-9-number-2-december-2021/
and read:
The Past Doesn’t Stay Behind Us: RC 25 in Historical Perspective by Celine-Marie Pascale
&
Now, where were we? Celebrating ten years of Language Discourse and Society doing what we do best:
researching Language in Society by Federico Farini (Former Journal’s Editor 2010-2016)
We are starting another decade with the thematic issue due in June 2022: Discourses of childhood and
children’s rights in the context of social inclusion
Preserving the traces of our RC25 history – discovering the disappearing landscape of scholarship.
With this contribution we open a new section for preserving the fading pieces of RC25 history, when
they are in danger of vanishing from the internet and therefore, from our memory forever.
This idea was triggered when we received a message from our former member Dr Gianluca Miscione,
Assistant Professor at University College Dublin, who informed as that when he was a postdoc at the
University of Oslo, he co-chaired 2 sessions at ISA Congress 2008. Gianluca Miscione wrote to us about
precious materials published online at the time, that are now no longer available in the net. He
explained:
“Based on those submissions, we edited a 2009 special issue of the the RC25 newsletter on
“Hegemonies in classification processes” (after duly peer-reviews, we accepted the articles I
attached previously). This special issue, like others back then, was hosted
on http://www.crisaps.org, which is now offline …”

The RC25 Board thought that it would be tragic not to give this material a new home. Therefore, we
reprint 4 items that formed the ISA RC25 Newsletter in 2009. 2 items in the current newsletter and 2
more in the next issue. We hope you will find it interesting.
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Language, Discourse and Society
LOOKING FOR BOOK REVIEWERS
Language, Discourse and Society looks for someone to review new book for
our next issue
The Lever Press is excited to offer you and Language, Discourse & Society a copy of our latest
release, Culture and Content in French: Frameworks for Innovative Curricula edited by Aurélie
Chevant-Aksoy and Kathryne Adair Corbin.
Instructors in today's language classrooms face the challenge of preparing globally competent
and socially responsible students with transcultural aptitude. As classroom content shifts
toward communication, collaboration, and problem solving across cultural, racial, and
linguistic boundaries, the teaching of culture is an integral part of foreign language education.
This volume offers non-traditional approaches to teaching culture in a complex time when the
internet and social networks have blurred geographical, social, and political borders. The
authors offer practical advice about teaching culture with kinesthetics, music, improvisation,
and communication technologies for different competency levels. The chapters also explore
multi-literacies, project-based learning, and discussions on teaching culture through
literature, media, and film. The appendices share examples of course syllabi, specific course
activities, and extracurricular projects that explore culinary practices, performing arts, pop
culture, geolocation, digital literacy, journalism, and civic literacy.
This volume is open access, and you can begin reading
https://www.fulcrum.org/epubs/ww72bd69t?locale=en#/6/2[titlepage]!/4/4/1:0
Reviews should be sent to Dr Chika Kitano, the Book review editor of LD&S:
dekura23@fc.ritsumei.ac.jp
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RECENT PUBLICATION BY RC25 MEMBERS
Papers:
Adriaans Jule, Liebig Stefan, Sabbagh Clara, and Jasso Guillermina (2021) What's in a Word? Just vs.
Fair vs. Appropriate Earnings for Self and Others, Social Justice Research 34(4):397427. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11211-021-00380-1
Burton Sarah, Outhwaite William, and Susen Simon (2021) The Urgency of Critical Theory Today:
Towards Optimism and Renewal in a Neoliberal World, Berlin Journal of Critical Theory, 5(2), pp. 141–
167.
Jasso Guillermina, and Wegener Bernd (2022) An Empirically Based Just Linear Income Tax System
Journal of Mathematical Sociology 46(2): 195-225.
https://doi.org/10.1080/0022250X.2020.1859501
Machura Stefan, Almjnoni Salim, Vavrik Boris, and Williams Einir (2022). Welsh Nationalism, Language
and Students’ Trust in the UK Police, International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society, 35, 67–84.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10767-020-09379-z
Abstract: Where nationality, coupled to minority language, forms a key factor of identities, and there
is a history of conflict, it may be difficult for the police to command trust. In northwest Wales, Welsh
is the language of the majority. Against the background of historic experiences of exploitation,
oppression, and perceived neglect by English authorities, many locals have a negative view of the UK
police. But what characterises those who are most in opposition? A total of 283 students at Bangor
University participated in a questionnaire study. Results show that students who prefer to
communicate in Welsh rather than English are more likely to distrust the UK police. While there are
deep rooted tensions based on national identity, the police may gain trust from different sources
compensating the cultural divide. They include mass media reports and experiences with the police.
Overall, however, the results support the group position theory applied to relations between people
identifying with different nations.
Susen Simon (2022) Critical Remarks on Existence Theory: Between Existentialism and Phenomenology,
Journal of Classical Sociology, 22(1), pp. 49–84.
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1468795X211051514

Book chapters:
Fujiyoshi Keiji The Role of Higher Education in Society: Who should pay for it and whom does it serve?
in: Ewa Dąbrowa, Anna Odrowąż-Coates (eds.) Education & the Challenges of the Multicultural World,
Warsaw, Maria Grzegorzewska University Press 2021, pp. 29-38.
Jasso Guillermina The Methods and Surprises of Sociological Theory: Ideas, Postulates, Predictions,
Distributions, Unification. In: Seth Abrutyn and Omar Lizardo (eds.), Handbook of Classical Sociological
Theory. New York, NY: Springer 2021, pp. 17-36
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-78205-4_2 .
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Susen Simon Contemporary Social Theory, in Karim Murji, Sarah Neal, and John Solomos (eds.) An
Introduction to Sociology, London: SAGE 2022, pp. 121–141.
https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/an-introduction-to-sociology/book268648#contents
Susen Simon The Case for a Critical Hermeneutics: From the Understanding of Power to the Power of
Understanding in: Lubomir Dunaj and Kurt C. M. Mertel (eds.) Hans-Herbert Kögler’s Critical
Hermeneutics, London: Bloomsbury 2022, pp. 7–69.
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/hansherbert-k%C3%B6glers-critical-hermeneutics-9781350228634/
Yamada Mieko, EFL Education for Social Justice: A Study of Japanese EFL Student Teachers’ Perceptions
about Diversity and Minority in: Anna Krulatz, Georgios Neokleous, and Anne Dahl (eds.), Theoretical
and Applied Perspectives on Teaching Foreign Languages in Multilingual Settings: Pedagogical
Implications. Multilingual Matters, June 2022 (expected)
https://www.multilingual-matters.com/page/detail/Theoretical-and-Applied-Perspectives-on-TeachingForeign-Languages-in-Multilingual-Settings/?k=9781788926409

Edited Volumes:
Odrowąż-Coates Anna, Ogheneruro Okpadah Stephen, Nkiruka Akaenyi Jacinta (eds.) On the Road
to Social Inclusion, Warsaw, Maria Grzegorzewska University Press, 2021 UNESCO JK Chair Book
Series Open Access
http://www.aps.edu.pl/media/on2bymw2/the-road-to-social-inclusion_e-book_2022-02-14.pdf
Dąbrowa Ewa, Odrowąż-Coates Anna (eds.) Education & the Challenges of the Multicultural World,
Warsaw, Maria Grzegorzewska University Press 2021
UNESCO JK Chair Book Series Open Access http://www.aps.edu.pl/media/3579463/edukation-and-thechelleng_202-12-15.pdf

Books:
Hatred of Sex by Oliver Davis and Tim Dean | published in the Provocations Series of the University of
Nebraska Press
https://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/nebraska/9781496230591/
Hatred of Sex links Jacques Rancière’s political philosophy of the constitutive disorder of democracy with
Jean Laplanche’s identification of a fundamental perturbation at the heart of human sexuality. Sex is hated
as well as desired, Oliver Davis and Tim Dean contend, because sexual intensity impedes coherent selfhood
and undermines identity, rendering us all a little more deplorable than we might wish. Davis and Dean
explore the consequences of this conflicted dynamic across a range of fields and institutions, including queer
studies, attachment theory, the #MeToo movement, and ‘traumatology’, demonstrating how hatred of sex
has been optimized and exploited by neoliberalism. Advancing strong claims about sex, pleasure, power,
intersectionality, therapy, and governance, Davis and Dean shed new light on enduring questions of equality
at a historical moment when democracy appears ever more precarious.
‘Fascinating, formidable, and timely, this volume probes unexpected links between democracy and
sexuality. Hatred of Sex will undoubtedly disturb established ideas that are widely and at times too
reflexively adopted in current academic conversations about sexuality. A manifesto grounded in careful
scholarship, this book has the makings of a classic.’— Avgi Saketopoulou, faculty of the Postdoctoral
Program in Psychotherapy and Psychoanalysis at New York University
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‘Hatred of Sex is a bold critical intervention in current discourses of violence, trauma, affect, attachment,
and safety, propagated by queer studies, carceral feminism, the theory of intersectionality, and identitydriven politics. No other book has offered such an unapologetic and persuasive critique of the incursion of
anti-democratic and sex-hating discourses in queer theory. Davis and Dean make arguments that few others
would dare to wage, given how greatly they diverge from today’s prevailing sacred notions, political
platitudes, and piously moralizing stances—found not on the political right but at the center of liberalism.’
— John Paul Ricco, professor of comparative literature at the University of Toronto.

Utopia and Education. Studies in Philosophy, Theory of Education and Pedagogy of Asylum by Rafał
Włodarczyk
https://www.bibliotekacyfrowa.pl/dlibra/publication/143927/edition/133473#description
Utopia and Education is an original contribution of the philosophy and theory of education, which also enters
the fields of disciplines other than pedagogy and uses their approaches and achievements. The work is part
of utopian studies and complements its discourse with a less marked path of philosophy and theory of
education. Moreover, in the context of pedagogy and education, it takes up a number of issues whose
significance goes beyond the conventional framework of a single discipline: utopia, ideology, social criticism,
fundamentalism, democracy, populism, translation, transdisciplinarity and knowledge transfer,
socialisation, school as one of the social institutions, etc. The work not only reconstructs knowledge about
specific phenomena relevant to education and pedagogy but also proposes an original solution to
educational problems in the form of the concept of asylum pedagogy. The approach to these phenomena is
well reflected in the division of the book into two parts. The book, apart from references to researchers
associated with utopian studies, addresses ideas of such figures of the humanities and social sciences as
Emmanuel Levinas and Erich Fromm; their concepts were earlier used by the Author in two monographs.
Besides, there are references to Bronisław Baczko, George Steiner, Jacques Derrida, Michael Walzer, Hannah
Arendt, Janusz Korczak, and Ilan Gur- Ze'ev. Throughout the work, the Author attempts to combine the
perspectives of critical pedagogy and dialogue, finds inspiration in the achievements of the Warsaw School
of the History of Ideas and draws on Jewish thought and tradition.
Book edited by Prof. Viviane de Melo Resende (in Portuguese)

"Estudos do Discurso.Relevância social, interssectionalidade, interdisciplinaridade" (2022).
Chapter by Stephanie Cassilde "UMA ABORDAGEM HOLÍSTICA DA DINÂMICA CONFLITUOSA
DAS CATEGORIZAÇÕES NO MESMO ESPAÇO SOCIAL" (pp. 169-206)
Chapter by Micheline Mattedi Tomazi and Viviane de Melo Resende
“MAIS MULHERES SÃO ASSASSINADAS NA PANDEMIA”: CONSTRUÇÃO DISCURSIVA
JORNALÍSTICA SOBRE VIOLÊNCIA CONTRA MULHERES NO ISOLAMENTO SOCIAL (pp.
79-108).
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RC25 FACEBOOK ACTIVITY UPDATE
https://www.facebook.com/ISARC25/

Keiji Fujiyoshi, RC25 Facebook page webmaster
I usually make two or three posts a week. Most of them are the link to the articles which may interest
some of the RC25 members. Due to my limitation in language, most posts are in English. I will
appreciate it if you let me know interesting webpages written in other languages on the Internet.
Send the link to me at fjosh524@hotmail.com ... Thanks!
Among all posts from October 1, 2021 to March 31, 2022, thirty-three posts have got thirty or plus
‘reaches.’ Here is a list of them. I hope it is any interest of you.
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•

Feel free to download! Education & the Challenges of the Multicultural World (PDF) Edited by Ewa
Dąbrowa & Anna Odrowąż-Coates. February 9, 2020 (500 reaches: the MOST reaches ever!).

•

RC25 is going to have an international conference on Lauguage and Society at Kenyatta University,
Nairobi, Kenya, in June 2022 @RC25. November 28, 2021 (299 reaches).

•

Black hair, white shoelaces: Japan school rules under fire @France24. March 17, 2022 (198 reaches).

•

A new year greeting from RC25 Secretary, Beatriz Xavier. December 16, 2021 (86 reaches).

•

JobOpening: Tenure-Track Professorship for the field of Qualitative Social Research @University of
Vienna. March 5, 2022, (54 reaches)

•

‘My students never knew’: the lecturer who lived in a tent @TheGuardian. October 31, 2021 (54
reaches).

•

Problems in the abstract submission page for the RC25 Nairobi 2022 Conference are now fixed @RC25.
January 4, 2022, (46 reaches).

•

Timbuktu manuscripts: Mali's ancient documents captured online @BBC. March 12, 2022 (43
reaches).

•

'All art must go underground:' Ukraine scrambles to shield its cultural heritage
@TheWashingtonPost. March 15, 2022 (40 reaches).

•

I sold my eggs for an Ivy League education – but was it worth it? @TheGuardian. November 8, 2021
(40 reaches).

•

Princeton will significantly increase stipends to support graduate students @PrincetonUniversity.
February 5, 2022 (40 reaches).

•

Establishment of Committee for Aid to Museums of Ukraine @PolishHistoryMuseum. April 2, 2022
(39 reaches).

•

Abstract submission system for the Nairobi 2022 Conference still has trouble @RC25. December 17, 2021
(38 reaches).

•

Abstract submission system for the Nairobi 2022 Conference still has trouble @RC25. December 26,
2021 (35 reaches).

•

University loses 77TB of research data due to backup error @BleepingComputer. December 31, 2021,
(34 reaches).

•

Google’s 2021 search list: Bernie Sanders’ mittens and Squid Game top the trends @TheGuardian
December 12, 2021, (34 reaches).

•

Marie Wilcox, Who Saved Her Native Language From Extinction, Dies at 87 @NewYorkTimes October
8, 2021, (34 reaches).
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FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE OR CONTRIBUTE
Call for papers:
CfP for the next issue of German-Polish Annual/Rocznik Polsko-Niemiecki
Migration processes in the 21st century in Germany and German-speaking countries
Abstract submission deadline: June 1, 2022
Final paper submission deadline: December 1, 2022
Languages: English, German and Polish
http://czasopisma.isppan.waw.pl/index.php/rpn/announcement

Study opportunity:
Study in Poland - Masters in Children’s Rights and Childhood Studies
In the language context, it is interesting to announce that the Maria Grzegorzewska University starts
their first MA Program in English: Masters in Children’s Rights and Childhood Studies.
The 2-year Masters is free for residents of Poland and with some moderate fees for non-residents.
Students from outside the EU from B and C category country by OECD classification may apply for
special stipend from the Polish Commission for UNESCO of 1500 PLN a month for each month they
spend in Poland studying. There is a limit of 10 places for this stipend. The first and the last semester
may be completed online from the country of residence, so only the middle semesters would need to
be done in Poland, which cuts the subsistence costs significantly.
More information can be found here:
1. Films about the programme: Akademia Pedagogiki Specjalnej - Studying at APS
2. Basic information about the programme: Akademia Pedagogiki Specjalnej - Recruitment
(aps.edu.pl)
3. IRK link will appear here: Akademia Pedagogiki Specjalnej - Masters in Children’s Rights and
Childhood Studies (aps.edu.pl)
Registration for Studies will open in June 2022; e-mail: recruitment@aps.edu.pl
Program starts on 1st of October 2022; ends 30th of September 2024 or in June 2024 if you pass all your
exams on time and complete your master’s thesis in time.
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NOTES ABOUT THE WAR IN UKRAINE
Recontextualising Lessons from the Past: Responses to the War in Ukraine and the
Humanitarian Crisis (The Case of Bulgaria)
Nadezhda Georgieva-Stankova, Trakia University, Bulgaria
The war in Ukraine, the terrors and suffering of the Ukrainian people has made us realise more than
ever how globally connected we are, not only in terms of a possible impending military and nuclear
risk, or mass-mediated messages, but also of shared values and humanitarian responses. I have been
deeply distraught by this tragedy and personally by that of my Ukrainian CEU/GSSR (Warsaw)
colleagues and friends, whose homeland has been brutally attacked, their home towns ruined to the
ground and families broken and devastated by the enemy invasion. Bulgaria and Bulgarians have
opened their hearts and homes to the numerous Ukrainian families fleeing from the war, frequently
self-organising to provide humanitarian aid or flooding the streets with peace demonstrations. My
home town has also taken on a new vocal appearance, speaking a language one can detect in streets
and public spaces, in parks and children’s playgrounds – the familiar language of a brotherly people.
The Humanitarian Crisis in Bulgaria: Civil Society and Institutional Responses
What are the dimensions of the humanitarian crisis in Bulgaria? According to the National Portal for
the People Affected by the War in Ukraine, 1 175,812 people have entered the country (as of April 14,
2022), of whom 25,000 are children. About eighty-two thousand have remained in the country, while
the rest left for other EU countries. More than fifty-one thousand have already been accommodated
and 60,806 registered for temporary protection. The procedure, however, has been slow to
implement. Twenty temporary protection points have been opened since the beginning of the crisis to
provide registration cards to Ukrainians, but many of them were delayed in their work. While
governmental responses to the refugee crisis have been criticised as slow and inefficient, civil society
was the fastest to respond by setting up volunteer coordination points throughout the country,
providing accommodation in their homes, sending mini-buses to the Ukrainian border to help with
transportation, collect aid and distribute humanitarian resources.
As employment is concerned, the Ministry of Innovation has been very active in opening a discussion
with Bulgarian employers with the potential perspective to provide jobs to some 200,000 Ukrainian
refugees on the Bulgarian labour market 2.
The educational needs of Ukrainian children have also been taken care of equally by the government,
civil society and private schools. Some children have already continued their education either in
Bulgarian schools or online with Ukrainian or Bulgarian teachers. The project “Equal Access to
Education in Times of Crisis”, co-funded by EU structural funds and created during the pandemic has
been redirected to provide technical equipment and resources to school children and young learners
from Ukraine. Books and teaching materials in Ukrainian language were collected by volunteers for the
youngest, while different art, music and sports institutions have opened their doors for free to
Ukrainian children and their families to provide educational and psychological support.

https://ukraine.gov.bg/
Angelov, G. Georgy, (March 22, 2022) “55, 800 Ukrainians have remained in Bulgaria: What is the state doing for them?”
(https://www.dw.com/bg/)
1
2
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Media and Public Responses
Media and public responses have mostly focused on the cruelty of the war and the suffering of the
Ukrainian people as a brotherly people, directing the attention to moments in history, when Bulgarian
people acting as one provided help and salvation, for example, to Armenians from the Armenian
genocide and saved Bulgarian Jews during WWII. Other Holocaust victims, such as the Roma, also
supported Ukrainian refugees morally and financially through civic organisation. Recontextualising
such lessons from the past, public figures, artists, musicians and intellectuals appealed to wider society
to provide help to Ukrainian people in mass organised concerts, peace marches and other public events
and demonstrations. Processes of de-mythologising our Russian-related history and denouncing some
pre-existing national myths have been reflected in media and public space, emphasising points in
history of Ukrainian contribution to Bulgarian independence, culture and national identity. At the same
time, “Russophile” vs. “Russophobe” and pro-Putin vs. anti-Putin discourses have been juxtaposed in
official and social media fuelled by another raging war – the hybrid war, and suspicions of Russian
influence behind certain established media outlets in Bulgaria 3, opening a serious discussion regarding
the boundaries of media pluralism and where it can merge with disinformation and open propaganda. 4
The Relevance of Sociology in Times of Crisis
What can be the relevance of sociology in deepening our understanding of the ongoing war in Ukraine?
One of the first public questions raised after the Russian invasion was how could our highly-developed
European civilization relapse into the barbarism of war, destruction, military crimes and the deaths of
innocent civilian people? A question, which likewise preoccupied Zygmunt Bauman in his seminal work
Modernity and the Holocaust (1989) 5. Expounding on the reasons that led to the genocide during
WWII, Bauman relates the Holocaust neither simply to the obsession of a single totalitarian personality
or high-ranking Nazi officers, nor to their cruelty alone, but to the consequences of the rational spirit
of modernity, to technological advancement, the bureaucratic organization, the principle of efficacy,
as well as the underlying racial motivation for targeting the Jewish population. Similarly, Ruth Wodak
dwells on the way anti-Semitic discourses have been de-historicised and de-contextualised, then recontextualised for new purposes in recent years, transferred by analogy to other vulnerable groups,
such as migrants, Muslims and Roma (2011) 6. Today, such re-contextualisation can clearly be
illustrated by the Russian propaganda use of “Nazi” and” denazification”, creating category crises for
some over what can be deemed morally “good” or “bad”, or who is to be considered the enemy and
who is the actual perpetrator, further raising important questions not only about propaganda, but also
regarding the nature of communism and imperialism, post-communist and post-colonial experience.
In such turbulent times, the task of sociology is not to provide easy answers, but search for complex
contextualised structural explanations on a comparative basis. The sociology of language can
contribute in this process, for example, by analysing the discursive dimensions of such problems, the
language of propaganda, fake news, disinformation and the way power-ridden discourses can
transform public opinion in the information war.
The Moral Task of the Intellectual

Information provided by the international investigative journalism group Bellingcat soon to be announced publicly. (https://www.clubz.bg)
(April 12, 2022)
4
Provoked by a media report in the Bulgarian National Radio, which relied on false information about the war. (https://www.clubz.bg) (April
11, 2022)
5 Bauman, Z. 1992[1989]. Modernity and the Holocaust. Cambridge: Polity.
6 Wodak, R. 2011. “Suppression of the Nazi Past, Coded Languages, and Discourses of Silence: Applying the Discourse - Historical Approach
to Post-War Anti-Semitism in Austria.” In: Steinmetz, W. (ed.) Political Languages in the Age of Extremes. Oxford: London.
3
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Zygmunt Bauman teaches us that sociology must be “in service of freedom”, helping the individual and
humanity 7. Within power relations, Edward Said perceives the role of the intellectual as “the author of
the language that tries to speak the truth to power” 8. One, who is the exile both in actual and
metaphorical terms, related to the social history of dislocation and migration, “constantly being
unsettled, and unsettling others”(ibid.). Speaking against the fierce Russian propaganda, for the
famous Bulgarian writer, Georgy Gospodinov, the only weapon of writers in such times is to “appeal
through voice and language” and tell the truth through their personal story 9. The Bulgarian historian,
Martin Ivanov reminds us that ”we must all remember that at some point in time in our family history
we have been refugees and have the moral responsibility to those, who are suffering, who are in
trouble, to give a hand and not turn our gaze away from their suffering” 10. Coming from a family of
refugees, once fleeing from wars provoked by the clash and collapse of empires and geopolitical
gamesmanship, my firm conviction is that speaking the language of humanity and solidarity should be
our common Lingua Franca. As sociologists, we must be united by a common cause and a conviction,
(including our Russian colleagues who have openly denounced the war), that there should be no doubt.

“Together for Ukraine” Peace March in Sofia in which thousands of people participated, joined by Bulgarian
politicians on March 24, 2022. (Source: https://www.24chasa.bg/)
Bauman, Z. (November 3, 2010)"The sociologist influencing Labour's new generation". Interview with Randeep Ramesh
(www.theguardian.com)
8
Said. E. 1994. Representations of the Intellectual. The 1993 Reith Lectures. Vintage.
9 Ivanova, Zh. (March 08, 2022)” World Famous Writers Have Appealed for Peace. Georgy Gospodinov expresses an opinion.”
(https://www.bgonair.bg/a/4-world/258074-svetovnoizvestni-pisateli-prizovaha-za-mir-georgi-gospodinov-s-pozitsiya)
10 Encheva, T. (March 19, 2022) “The BTV Reporters: “We are All Refugees”. (https://btvnovinite.bg/predavania/btv-reporterite/btvreporterite-vsichki-sme-bezhanci.html)
7
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