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Implementing the ISA identity in communications

The visual identity describes the tone and manner of the ISA image we 

want to communicate, both in the things we say as in the interactions 

we have with our members, partners and other audiences.

ISA visual identity is a set of standards that uses institutional graphic ele-

ments designed or selected for the ISA to identify itself. The use of each 

institutional graphic elements is governed by precise rules described in 

this manual. The purpose of these rules is to optimize the awareness for 

the ISA through all applications, on any kind of media, regardless of the 

technical requirements. At the most basic level this system seeks to iden-

tify appropriately, to lend authority, and to help create the right visual 

climate in which the ISA can operate.

This Style Guide is meant to be useful to all ISA staff and members who 

may have to use distinctive elements of the ISA in their communication 

as well as to graphic designers responsible for producing all kinds of 

material for the Association (poster, publication, event, etc) so that they 

can have all the necessary specifications to carry out a personalized 

work without conflicting with the established image of the ISA or apply-

ing it inadequately.
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The logo

What is the ISA logo?

The distinctive design of the symbol and the logotype is ISA’s signature 

and is used on its communications around the world. It is the most im-

mediate representation of our association and our people.

The new ISA logo is intended to bring an updated image of the associa-

tion to its people. It is a valuable asset for the Association which should 

be used consistently in the approved forms.

1.1



English, French, and Spanish versions

English, French and Spanish are the three official languages of the As-

sociation. The new logo therefore has three versions.

The logo
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Alternative use in vertical spaces

There is a vertical version of the logo for exceptional use in vertical spaces.

The logo
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Minimum area - Buffer space and minimum size

The logo is always surrounded by a minimum amount of buffer space in 

which no other graphic element may intrude and where its legibility must 

be at maximum, regardless of the background used.

The amount of buffer space required is proportional to the height of the logo.

Minimum size for the logo: whenever further size reduction is necessary, it 

can either be displayed without the complete name or in its “label” version 

as later described.

The logo
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Label version

The logo

1.5

The ISA label is an abbreviated version of the logo to be used as a hallmark 

on back pages as well as inside pages of publications, reports, etc. For front 

covers, the standard version of the logo should be used.
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Using color - Positive and negative versions

Whenever possible the logo should be used in its main version, with its dis-

tinctive blue color. If it is not possible for technical reasons, the version in 

black and white or gray will be used.

Main version

Black and white version

Gray version

Colors

2.1

Pantone Process Cyan
CMYK: C100-M0-Y0-K0
RGB: R0-G159-B238

Pantone Black
CMYK: C0-M0-Y0-K100
RGB: R0-G0-B0

Pantone Cool Gray 9 
CMYK: C0-M0-Y0-K50
RGB: R127-G127-B131



Using color - Palette for the different sections of the ISA

A customized color coding will be used to identify each section of the ISA 

(Research Networks, Publications, Conferences, etc) in all their respective 

communication outlets.

ISA Blue Color Secondary Color

Colors

2.2

Pantone Process Cyan
CMYK: C100-M0-Y0-K0
RGB: R0-G159-B238

Pantone Cool Gray 9 
CMYK: C0-M0-Y0-K50
RGB: R127-G127-B131

Membership

Pantone Reflex Blue
CMYK: C100-M73-Y0-K2
RGB: R0-G66-B149

Junior Sociologists

Pantone 569
CMYK: C98-M0-Y57-K17
RGB: R0-G131-B106

Research Networks

Pantone 513
CMYK: C44-M83-Y0-K0
RGB: R132-G56-B142

Conferences

Pantone Orange 021
CMYK: C0-M53-Y100-K0
RGB: R239-G121-B12

Publications

Pantone 376
CMYK: C50-M0-Y100-K0
RGB: R128-G189-B38

Opportunities

Pantone 187
CMYK: C0-M100-Y79-K20
RGB: R177-G0-B36



Using color - The ISA logo and the colored sections

The ISA logo can be used in association with the different colors of each 

section as shown in the examples below.

Colors

2.3

Publications

Publications

Publications

Publications

Conferences

Conferences

Conferences

Conferences



Using color - The ISA logo and the colored sections

When used directly against a background of any of the sections’ distinctive 

color, the ISA logo should be displayed in its negative version, i.e. reversed 

to white – never in the ISA’s distinctive blue or black or gray.

Colors

2.3.1

Correct use Incorrect use



Using color - Additional signature options

For the different sections of the ISA the logo will be displayed with additional 

signature options in the corresponding color and following the proportions 

and font as shown below.

Colors

2.4



Using color - Application to the website

One clear example of the organization and application of the color cod-

ing to the various sections of the ISA is to be found in its website, which 

constitutes the most powerful showcase for the Association’s communica-

tion and image.

Colors

2.5



Misuses of the ISA logo with wrong techniques results in unsuccessful visual 

communication. Below are a few examples of what not to do.

Logo misuses

3.1

International
Sociological
Association

Do not use the logo in any other color 

than ISA’s distinctive blue, black, grey 

or white.

Do not use any color percentage for the 

logo, except gray (50% black).

Do not use in the logo any other type-

face than the set one.

Do not use the logo in an angle, bent or 

in perspective. It can be rotated at a 90 

degree angle.

Never stretch or distort the logo.

Do not use any three-dimensional, drop 

shadow, or glow effect around the logo.

Incorrect use



Typography is a key element to convey a unified personality for the ISA. 

Avant Garde is chosen as part of the logo. It will also be used for headings 

and body text. This font family is available in different weights.

Typography

4.1

Avant Garde - Primary typeface

Avant Garde Bold Avant Garde Bold Oblique

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890

Avant Garde Demi Avant Garde Demi Oblique

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890

Avant Garde Medium Avant Garde Medium Oblique

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890

Avant Garde Book Avant Garde Book Oblique

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890

Avant Garde Extra Light Avant Garde Book Oblique

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890



Garamond is the serif typeface chosen as a secondary font. It will be mainly 

used in longer texts such as reports and publications in combination with the 

Avant Garde primary typeface for titles.

Typography

4.2

Garamond - Secondary typeface

Garamond Bold Garamond Bold Italic

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890

Garamond Garamond Italic

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890

Adi volorio consequia que velit 
volupta cons Ecepelitiorro.
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tenimet vel inienimet earcit, ut que 
lanis es aut autemqui recepra delecae 
esti to optatur? Id ut lab idiatem au-
diti int ute pore, into eturi apisinia 
eaque con nonsequi core vereper ovi-
dionem libuscil ilit fuga. Ita sitatur?
dia quis essi venis senim quias ut id 
eos sim esequias sus autempe ut lab.

dae. Sed qui dolor alique esecti ipienti 
corruptas eatempedit la sum volorro 
maximi, saepern ateneceseque alita-
quam quod quunt aut atem facestion 
nonsect uribus.

Edi consedi tiorrunt
Disque maxim quundi ulparciis en-
dent veratis et aborum veriae. Sunda 
quidellant delent assimaximus aliat 
ium ipsum sam fuga. Namusam 
lautemp eribust peri ne re et que 
elese omnis nonserum venis eium 

Oquibust et, volorpo rumquid 
que nis et facid qui soluptum 
nonecepeles mod quibus, 

quam lab in reseriae nimodit utaecta-
tatem videbitae et ab in conseque que 
laborup isquatusae volorehendel eos 
dundand andere magnia nossinum 
volorerit officiaspe non eium ipsam.

Od et volor sit et re prorerrum ve-
nesto odipiderum volores et excerro 
blaborios nem vendipsa dolo dolente 
mporehe nimint aped quidi ut expe si 
con eum fuga. Et millenecusam repu-



Stationary

5.1

ISA letterheads

Faculty of Political Sciences and Sociology
University Complutense, 28223 Madrid, SPAIN
Tel. +34 913 527 650 - Fax +34 913 524 945
isa@isa-sociology.org

www.isa-sociology.org

First page

Following pages



Stationary

5.2

ISA envelopes

Faculty of Political Sciences and Sociology
University Complutense, 28223 Madrid, SPAIN
Tel. +34 913 527 650 - Fax +34 913 524 945
isa@isa-sociology.org

www.isa-sociology.org



Stationary

5.3

ISA business cards

Faculty of Political Sciences and Sociology
University Complutense, 28223 Madrid, SPAIN
Tel. +34 913 527 650 - Fax +34 913 524 945
isa@isa-sociology.org

isa@isa-sociology.org
Cell. +34 600 000 000

IZABELA BARLINSKA
Executive Secretary

www.isa-sociology.org

Faculty of Political Sciences and Sociology
University Complutense, 28223 Madrid, SPAIN
Tel. +34 913 527 650 - Fax +34 913 524 945
isa@isa-sociology.org

isa@isa-sociology.org
Cell. +34 600 000 000

IZABELA BARLINSKA
Executive Secretary

Double-sided card Single-sided card
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